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Changing Times 

So you think you know your Sanc- 
tuary! Look again—there have already 
been changes and additions in the last 
month. You have heard you have a new 
curator. Now, come to the Sanctuary 
to meet him. He is William Lewis Wy- 
lie, thirty year old naturalist, with nu- 
merous years of varied wildlife experi- 


ence, despite his seemingly young 
years. 
Wheeling, West Virginia’s famous 


Oglebay Park, with its excellent nature 
programs, was the original training 
ground for eight year old Bill Wylie. 
He took these instructions so serious- 
ly, that by the time he was a teenager, 
he was leading wildlife field trips of 
adults for the Oglebay program. Many 
graduate ornithologists, wise in book 
learning, but lacking in field experi- 
ence, accepted willingly. the lessons 
from their teen-aged leader. 

The war years found Bill, just out of 
high school, serving with the Navy in 
Yokosuka, Japan and neighboring is- 
lands for fifteen months. Binoculars 
came in very handy for looking at the 
unusual oriental bird varieties. The Jap- 
anese bird books may have been impos- 
sible to read, but the pictures, at least, 
matched the live specimens. 

Bill next acquired his Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Forest Management 
from the College of Forestry, West Vir- 
ginia University, and attended the grad- 
uate school of Wildlife Management at 
the New York State College of For- 
estry, Syracuse, New York. Autumns, 
while there, were spent in banding 
ducks for the Federal Wildlife Service. 

His naval experience came in handy 
when Bill accepted a position as tour 
leader for National Audubon Society’s 
Miami, Florida headquarters. For three 
years he led trips in the areas of Fort 
Lauderdale, Okeechobee, and Miami, 
which included boat excursions to see 
otherwise inaccessible bird colonies. 
These were in the winters. Summers 
found Bill at National Audubon’s Green- 
wich, Connecticut Center, as Ornitholo- 
gist for the Adult Nature Conservation 
courses offered there. 

Further sanctuary experience was 
gained from the Massachusetts Audu- 
bon Society, where Bill worked from 
Ipswich River, Topsfield, (North 
Shore), and Pleasant Valley, Lenox, 


Museum Building in Need 
Of Extensive Repairs 


The barn that houses our valuable 
museum is sagging dangerously at one 
end. It needs shoring up with concrete 
posts. The cost has been estimated at 
$500. Unfortunately our budget cannot 
provide for this immediate need. It was 
agreed at the annual meeting to ask 
for contributions to finance the neces- 
sary work on the barn. Already hous- 
ing as it does, many fine new exhibits, 
and being used constantly, the museum 
is a vital part of the sanctuary. A pro- 
posal is being considered to charge a 
small admission fee to the museum for 
non-members as a possible source of ad- 
ditional income to help defray expenses 
of upkeep. 


Contributions to the barn repair fund 
will be very gratefully received and 
acknowledged. Any amount will be wel- 
come. Please send donations to the 
sanctuary. 


cosh 


Curator Thanks Mrs. Erisman 


A special note of thanks goes to 
Adele Erisman of North Stoning- 
ton for doing the bulk of the work 
on this current issue of the Pequot 
Trails. Also Mrs. Erisman took 


charge of the sanctuary between 
the time that Mr. McElroy left and 
Mr. Wylie arrived as the new cu- 
rator. Her assistance has been in- 
valuable to Mr. Wylie since his ar- 
rival here. 


(Berkshire Mts.) Sanctuaries, as area 
teacher in Massachusetts Audubon’s 
Conservation program in the schools 
of Essex and Berkshire Counties. 


Having just arrived from the beau- 
tiful Berkshire Hills, Bill Wylie is again 
enjoying the varieties of wildlife, na- 
tive to the coast. His plans for Pequot- 
sepos Sanctuary have the support of 
varied experience, plus the already ob- 
vious cooperation of the Pequot-sepos 
members. His hope and aim may be 
said to be “a sanctuary to serve the 
best interests of its members, this com- 
munity, and Conservation in general.” 


Annual Meeting Highlights 


A good attendance at the Annual 
Meeting on July 14 heard and approved 
the new curator’s account of his plans 
for the sanctuary. Here is a summary 
of what Mr. Wylie said: 


The new curator’s immediate or first 
year plans can be divided into five main 
parts. They are as follows: 


1. Members Room. It is the feeling 
of your curator that there has not 
been sufficient participation in the ac- 
tivities or use of the sanctuary by the 
members. The members room, over the 
work shop and garage, will be open to 
members at all times. The books will 
be catalogued for reading or reference 
and an additional table and chairs will 
be secured. The pamphlet file will be 
brought up to date and all periodicals 
will be in order, the current ones on the 
tables, and available to the membership 
in general. All equipment such as the 
telescope, planetarium, slide projector 
and screen, killing-jars and spreading 
boards, plant presses, etc., will be avail- 
able for those wishing to use them. The 
workshop and tools will also be readily 
accessible to members. The members 
room, as well as the sanctuary at large, 
should be a place commonly and read- 
ily used by the members. 


2. Special Interest Groups. Many peo- 
ple, members and non-members, have 
approached your curator to date about 
special interests. These special inter- 
ests should be catered to. A group in- 
terested in plants could further that in- 
terest at the sanctuary, as well as com- 
piling a check list of plants growing on 
the sanctuary. A herbarium could also 
be started here containing the plants of 
the sanctuary and eventually, the 
plants of the area. A bird group could 
become more efficient in identification 
and eventually do some breeding bird 
census work. Other groups could work 
on insects, astronomy, trails, etc. It is 
felt that these groups will develop na- 
turally when the sanctuary is more ade- 
quately used by the members. Inter- 
ested groups could be called upon in 
the future to lead field trips, conduct 
classes, etc. Several children’s groups 
will also be formed this fall when 
school opens. Many children are com- 
ing to the sanctuary now and have ac- 
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Annual Meeting 
(Continued from Page One) 


cepted with enthusiasm the suggestion 
of an explorers’ club or such. 

3. Museum. The existing exhibits in 
the museum are very good and were 
done with great care. There is room to 
expand these exhibits. The future ex- 
hibits are being planned for both chil- 
dren and adults. Children like gadgets 
and like to do things with their hands, 
so there will be some displays for them. 
There will also be more adult educa- 
tional exhibits on various subjects. The 
Audubon prints will be on exhibit from 
time to time; and various photographic 
tours are being planned as a regular 
feature of the museum, A few native 
live animals will be on exhibit when 
they are available and adequate facili- 
ties obtainable. The museum will grow 
with your suggestions and support. 

4. Trails and Grounds. Trails on any 
sanctuary are a matter of the curator’s 
personal taste. Some existing trails are 
in the process of being closed off, and 
a few new ones constructed. The trails 
will be renamed and labeled and a new 
map printed. Your curator feels that 
the Pequots should be capitalized upon, 
so Indian names and signs will adorn 
the sanctuary come spring. New in- 
formative nature signs are being con- 
structed on many natural subjects. 
There are plans in the future for three 
special gardens or plantings as such. 
A hummingbird garden is to be planted 
outside the museum picture window. A 
fern garden of Connecticut ferns prob- 
ably to be placed along the stream in 
the Woodlot Management Area is in 
the planning stage at the moment. The 
third garden will be the Indian gar- 
den which will be over the entire sanc- 
tuary with the plants being labeled 
with signs with an appropriate symbol. 

5. Education. Education, as used in 
this report, deals with the actual con- 
tact with children or adults in an in- 
structive capacity. Your curator plans 
adult education classes to be conducted 
during the winter months. These will 
be from five to ten weeks duration and 
will cover such topics as birds, plants, 
trees, winter twigs, astronomy, conser- 
vation, etc. These will be free to mem- 
bers and with a slight charge to non- 
members. Qualified people will be called 
upon to conduct or assist in some of 
these classes. Education work will also 
be done in the local schools by your 
curator. The sanctuary will be open to 
field trips from the local schools and 
other groups throughout the year. 


Screen Tours 


The schedule is not complete but full 
details will appear in next issue of 
Pequot Trails. The screen lectures this 
year will be quite different from those 
in the past and should arouse new in- 
terest. 
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Field Trips 


Field trips this fall will be of two 
kinds, those conducted at the sanctuary 
and those conducted to points of spe- 
cial interest. Starting the first Sunday 
in September, and running for six con- 
secutive Sundays, there will be fall mi- 
gration walks at 7:00 a.m. at the sanc- 
tuary. These walks will last for approxi- 
mately two hours, so should not inter- 
fere with church. Join us and work on 
the confusing fall warblers. If these 
walks are popular they may be extend- 
ed later into the season. 


HAWK MIGRATION. A trip to Mt. 
Tom near Northampton, Mass. for mi- 
grating hawks will be conducted on 
September 7, the first Saturday in Sep- 
tember, if enough interest is shown by 
the members. We should leave here by 
6:00 a.m. so as to arrive on Mt. Tom 
by 9:00 a.m. The Arcadia Wildlife Sanc- 


tuary of the Mass. Audubon Society 
will also be visited on this trip. All of 
those interested in such a fall trip 
please advise your curator by post 
card. Indicate if you would be willing 
to drive your own car on a share the 
cost basis. 


SHORE BID TRIPS. Two shore bird 
trips are planned for September. The 
first one will be to Napatree Point, 
Watch Hill, on Saturday morning, 
September 14th. Leave the sanctuary 
at 7:00 a.m. or join the trip at the 
yacht club parking lot at Napatree 
Point at 7:45 a.m. The second trip will 
be to the Wildlife Management Area at 
Barn Island on Saturday, September 21. 
Leave the sanctuary at 7:00 a.m. or 
meet at the parking area at the tip of 
Barn Island at 7:30. 


This may seem like a lot of field 
trips, but the migration is really good 
for only a short period in the fall. 
“Make hay while the sun shines.” 


The President Speaks 


The Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary 
has been fortunate in getting for their 
curator Bill Wylie, who has had train- 
ing with both the National Audubon 
Society and the Mass. Audubon Soci- 
ety. From his report you can see that 
we have many plans for the sanctuary. 
We hope all our membership will join 
with us in making this Sanctuary one 
of the finest. By making the museum 
outstanding, by an overall planting 
plan, by having educational programs 
for both adults and children, we hope 
to make our membership have real 
meaning. If we could double our mem- 
bership we would be practically a self- 
Supporting organization. Let us all 
work towards this end 


CONSERVATION NEWS 


Ideas, Problems, Billboards 


—Other Legislation 


The Sunday New York Times printed 
an editorial on July 14 quoting Ogden 
Nash’s “immortal lines’ : 


“T think that I shall never see 

A billboard lovely as a tree. 
Perhaps, unless the billboards fall, 
I'll never see a tree at all.” 


This is a propone of the 41,000 mile 
new Federal superhighway, paid for, 
90% by federal funds, along which the 
public may or may not be able to en- 
joy the scenery, depending on what 
kind of legislation, if any, is passed by 
Congress to curb billboards and other 
eyesores. All conservation groups, as 
well as the Federated Garden Clubs 
and many service organizations, are 
pressing to get a good law passed. Con- 
gressional interest in positive, effective 
action has been generally lukewarm to 
date. There are many pressures on the 
opposite side. Sanctuary members may 
want to write to their Congressmen on 
this issue. The Times says, “Is the 
power of the signboard industry so en- 
trenched that we cannot even legislate 

- mild control along new highways, 
paid for almost entirely from Federal 
funds?” 


*+ * & 


A bill to outlaw inhumane traps has 
been introduced by Sen. Hubert Hum- 
phrey (Minn.). Information on its prog- 
ress will appear in future issues of this 
bulletin. 


t+ * 


Conservationists lost their fight to 
preserve the marsh at Sherwood Island 
State Park. John Oakes, in his excel- 
lent Conservation column appearing 
about once a month in the Resorts Sec- 
tion of the Sunday N. Y. Times, had 
this to say (and much more) on the 
principle involved: 


“Gov. Ribicoff . . . states that ‘the 
number of people who visit the marsh- 
lands to see the birds are far outnum- 
bered by those who come to the park 
for other purposes.’ That may be true, 
but once the marshland is destroyed, 
the wildlife it supports will be gone for- 
ever. The additional people who come 
to the park ‘for other purposes’ can be 
accommodated if need be by parking 
lots in other areas that would not wipe 
out a valuable natural preserve.” 


What we have left in wildlife is ex- 
actly what we have left in wildlife 
habitat. 


If the whole is good then all its parts 
are good. (Aldo Leopold’s answer to the 
ubiquitous inquiry: “What good is 
that?’’) 
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Pequot Trails 


Bird-Walk, Mitchell’s 
Woods, New London, 
Sunday, May 12 


(This model report submitted by Mrs. 


Dench will be succeeded in future is- 


sues, we trust, by similar ones. Please 
send them in whenever available.) 


Weather: gray, showers, only fair 
visibility, not a ray of sunshine. 


Temperature in late 50’s. 


Leaders: Mrs. Maynard Peterson, 
Miss Grace Bissell and Mrs. K. Barry 


Dench. 
Total number in group, 12. 
Total number of birds seen, 39. 


List of birds: Green Heron, Solitary 
Sandpiper, Herring Gull, Mourning 
Dove, Chimney Swift, Flicker, Crested 
Flycatcher, Phoebe, Barn Swallow, Blue 
Jay, Crow, Black Capped Chickadee, 
House Wren, Catbird, Brown Thrash- 
er, Robin, Wood Thrush, Veery, Star- 
ling, Red-eyed Vireo. 


Warblers—Black and White, Blue 
Wing, Yellow, Black-throated Green; 
Oven-bird, Northern Yellow-throat, 
Meadowlark, Red-wing, Baltimore Ori- 
ole, Bronzed Grackle, Cowbird, Scarlet 
Tanager, Rose Breasted Grosbeak, Pur- 
ple Finch, Goldfinch. 


Sparrows—Vesper, Chipping, White 
Throat; Red-eyed Towhee. 

At Harkness Memorial State Park 

Miss Bissell and Mrs. Dench Only 


American Egret, Canada Geese (fly- 
ing north), Black-crowned Night Her- 
on, Mallard, Bob-white, Semi-palmated 
Plover, Killdeer, Sandpipers, Spotted; 
Greater Yellow-legs, Semipalmated 
Sandpiper, Common Tern, Rough- 
winged Swallow, Bobolink, Savannah 
Sparrow. 


Curator Thanks Mr. Babonas 


A special note of thanks goes to 
Mr. Ralph Babonas of Al Harvey 
Road, Stonington, who spent Mon- 
day evening here with his tractor 
and backhoe leveling the area be- 


tween the parking lot entrances in 
preparation for the new Pequot- 
sepos Wildlife Sanctuary Sign. 
This work was done as a gift to 
the sanctuary. 


Gifts Wanted 


On the theory that he who asks, to 
him it shall be given, here is a list of 
objects sorely needed at the sanctuary: 

Microscope, tables, jig saw, filing 
cabinets, 600 x16 tires for the sanctu- 
ary pick-up truck, paper cutter and a 
typewriter. Tables, tires, and filing cab- 
inets are needed desperately. 
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Annual Treasurer’s Report 


Of Pequot-sepos Sanctuary 
Receipts 
Balance on hand, July 1, 1956 $ 736.69 


Memberships 1956-57 ................... 2,698.00 
Memberships 1957-58 ................. 60.00 
special Gitte cs oe es 466.00 
Trading. Post: Sales 2c. : >; 1,070.05 
Trading Post Sales Tax ............. 30.21 
Audubon Screen Tours ................. 1,683.70 
patetitary: Tea <5 tans ho oc! 101.55 
APOIO 2) oS ced a es et vee 859.25 
WORtle’ eat ee te Bets 291.50 
Miscellaneous (Ins. Claim) ..... 5.52 

Total -Receinta. $8,001.47 


Disbursements 
Salary—Curator (McElroy) ... $3,175.00 
Salary—Curator 


CWylie— YM.) eenceeecrcccccrcesssseece 150.00 
EXXPenSeS—CuratoOr oonccccccccccccceessce 100.00 
DASE UY es EN oe 46.62 
Educational Program .................. 265.16 
Audubon Screen Tours ................. 1,631.46 
Postage and Printing ................. 300.03 
Telephone and Electric Lights 86.13 
Tools and Equipment ................. 23.23 
Magazities (005 os eas. 16.00 
Trading Post Supplies ............... 806.08 
RES cere kee eet 142.36 
PRSUTANCE | ar ee 94.45 
Annual Meeting oc 4.65 


Payment on Loan— 


Wash, "Frust 2.25048 te ee: 100.00 
Interest on Loan— 

WV GSH: STUSe 2 Re ees So 49.64 
Orchestra—Dan le onrcccocccscseccconsnecce 180.00 
Dahee Expense 2 176.09 
naitle. ixperse 250 37.00 
Miscellaneous Expense ................. 19.72 

Total Disbursements ................ 7,403.62 


Balance on hand 6/30/57 in 


Checkin ACCOUNt oneccccccessen 597.85 
$8,001.47 
Life Membership Account, Groton 
Savings Bank 
Balance 6/30/56: ce SS 422.42 
gnterest wdded {.5 be 18.20 
Balante 6/30 /O%425 $ 440.62 


Louis J. Darmstadt, Treasurer 


The Sanctuary Menagerie 


Present members as of now, subject 
to change and addition daily: 


9 mallard ducklings. 


1 wood duck (forementioned) age 10 
weeks. 

Several water snakes and ring necked 
snakes, painted turtles, sunfish, and 
catfish. 

The above are being observed and 
checked daily by a coterie of 9- to 13- 
year old sycophants, budding natural- 
ists whose presence at thesanctuary 
has become so habitual that a bicycle 
rack is being provided for their con- 
venience. 
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Officers Elected 
By Sanctuary Board 


Mrs. Malcolm D. MacGregor was 
elected president of the sanctuary at 
the Board of Trustees meeting follow- 
ing the annual meting on July 14. Mr. 
George A. Ford, Jr. was elected vice. 
president, with Mr. Philip Cottrell re- 
elected for another term as secretary. 
Mr. Nelson Pickering of Watch Hill was 
elected treasurer. The board of trustees 
is as follows: 


1962—Mrs. Donald Cottrell, Stoning- 
ton; Mr. Heyward Gatch, Watch Hill; 
Mr. Paul Waldron, Groton; Mr. Belton 
Copp, Old Lyme. 

1961—Mrs. Louis Darmstadt, Nor- 
wich; Mrs. George Ford, Mystic; Mr. 
Robert Jones, Clarks Falls; Mr. Nelson 
Pickering, Avondale, R. I. 

1960—Mr. Robert Burnett, Mystic; 
Mr. Louis Darmstadt, Norwich; Mrs. 
Thomas Storrow, Stonington; Mrs. 
Waldo Miner, New London. 

1959—Mrs. Robert Anderson, Noank; 
Mr. William Palmer, Stonington; Mrs. 
M. D. MacGregor, Stonington; Mrs. 
David Kellems, Mystic. 

1958—Mrs. R. O. Erissman, North 
Stonington; Dr. Harold Schuster, Mys- 
tic; Mr. Philip Cottrell, Stonington; 
Mrs. George Burgess, Stonington. 

Mr. Rudy Favretti, Extension Garden 
Specialist. 


Note by a Short-Sighted 


Naturalist 


I found a brand-new insect, 
But no matter how I tried, 

I could not see him long enough 
To get him classified. 


His legs are either four or six, 

I think that he has wings, 

But the strangest thing about him 
Is the curious way he sings. 


He makes a noise that has no sound, 
And thus cannot be heard, 

It’s like the sound that no one makes 
When no one says a word. 


To produce this eerie silence, 

His two hind legs are raised, 

And then his call (no sound at all) 
Leaves everyone amazed. 


Just what he does to make no buzz, 
I cannot say for sure. 

I did not have my glasses 

And the light was very poor. 


I know he used his legs, but I 
Could not determine whether, 

It was done by holding them apart 
Or rubbing them together. 


My notes on him are not complete, 
And it never may be clear. 
Just how he sings this song, I was 
The first one not to hear. 

John Baily 
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Gifts Received 


The following gifts have been grate- 
fully received. This is a public thank- 
you to the donors: 

Several clumps of Arethusa and 
Calopogon, pitcher plant, sundew, and 
pink ladyslipper, dug and transplanted 
to the sanctuary in suitable locations 
through the good offices and strenuous 
labors of Mrs. Julia Fox of Quaker Hill. 
They were obtained from the farm of 
a generous member, Mr. Moran of 
Montville. . 

A plant of twayblade and a native 
penstemon brought in by Mr. Waldo. 

A mallard duck from Mr. Burnett. 

A mallard duck from Mr. Gatch. 

A box trap, sprayer and two gallons 
of brush killer from Mrs. Erisman. 

A table and many other useful ob- 
jects too numerous to list here from 
Mrs. MacGregor. 

A planting of very desirable (and ex- 
pensive) wildlife shrubs near the en- 
trance to the trails, a gift to the sanc- 
tuary made by Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Cole 
of Mason’s Island in memory of Mrs. 
Ryan. 

The drought has not helped these fine 
plants to become established but they 
are surviving at least, and we are deep- 
ly grateful for this truly generous gift. 
A handsome bird bath has recently 
been added by the donors to grace the 
planting. This is a permanent contri- 
bution that will increase in value 
through the years. 


Planting Committee to Be 
Headed by Rudy Favretti 


Rudy Favretti, who has been a mem- 
ber of the sanctuary since he was 13, 
and is now Extension Specialist in 
Floriculture at Storrs, has accepted an 
invitation to head a planting commit- 
tee at the sanctuary. All future plant- 
ing will be coordinated into an overall 
scheme by this committee. Reports will 
be issued as plans progress. 


Hunters Urged to Learn 
To Identify Ducks 


The Wildlife Management Institute 
reminds duck hunters that they fail to 
recognize a number of the duck species 
they shoot, thus making the bag limit 
on various species unenforceable. It is 
suggested that hunters improve their 
knowledge of ducks by consulting va- 
rious bird identification guides, and 
spend some off season time in stalking 
waterfowl with cameras and binocu- 
lars. How about asking a hunter to join 
one of the sanctuary’s field trips to the 
shore this fall? 


The Institute also suggests that any- 
one interested in waterfowl purchase 
the undisputed classic on this subject, 


eeeitis H. Kortright, 
w= |* will order a copy 


The Entertainment 


After the business meeting a short 
program of entertainment was _ pro- 
vided and received enthusiastically by 
the meeting’s full attendance. The sole 
performer, who took and held the cen- 
ter of the stage (in this case the top 
of the table in front of Mr. Cottrell), 
was known as “Little Duck,” a 5 week 
old wood duck, honored member of the 
Wylie menage (and menagerie). A vet- 
eran performer, Little Duck is already 
known to thousands through the pages 
of the New London Day where its pic- 
ture appeared together with an _inci- 
dental account of the curator’s program 
for the sanctuary. 


Future performances, both aquatic 
and terrestrial, can be booked on de- 
mand by visitors. But time is of the es- 
sence. Little Duck is medium-sized al- 
ready. 


Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. 


Mystic, Connecticut 


TRADING POST 
ITEMS IN STOCK: 


Complete Line of Decorated 


Note Papers ............... $1 pkg. 
Paper Books on 

Nature Subjects ............ $1 ea. 
Peterson’s Guide to 

the: Birds) ic ee $3.95 
Bishop Birdhouses and 

Feeders’... -.25.- $1 up 
Bird Seedj 2. $ .25 tb 


Audubon China (beautiful 


for Gifts) ...... $1 and $2 ea. 
ee ee | 


Pennsylvania Enacts 


Further Hawk Legislation 


Flights of migratory hawks along the 
northeastern ridges of Pennsylvania 
should be less hazardous this autumn. 
Word comes from the Pennsylvania 
Hawk Committee that the Legislature 
passed a law, extending protection to 
all hawks migrating during the months 
of September and October, on their fly- 
Ways above the ridges between the 
Susquehanna and Delaware rivers. The 
law still protects the right of farmer 
or sportsman to destroy hawks attack- 
ing poultry or game. The legislation 
was not all that the Committee had 
hoped for, but it won the support of 
the Pennsylvania Game Commission 
and the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs, and appeared to be 
the only measure possible of enact- 
ment. With effective enforcement, 
which the Game Commission says will 
now be possible, it is believed that a 
great majority of the migrating hawks 
will now successfully navigate the re- 
gion that has, except for Hawk Moun- 
tain, so long been a bottleneck and a 
lethal gauntlet for the migratory birds. 
We will await with interest the results 
of the application of this law during 
the 1957 migratory season. 


Nature Magazine Aug.-Sept. ’57 


Viss Hazel A. Johnson 
Connecticut College Library 


New London 
Conniecticut 


